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This conference continues a sequence of conferences which started with two 
conferences on Ordinal Data Analysis in March 1992 at the TH Darmstadt and in 
October 1993 at the University of Massachusetts (Amherst) and continued with the 
International Conference on Ordinal and Symbolic Data Analysis in June 1995 at the 
Ecole Nationale Superieure des Telecommunications (Paris), as well as the Ordinal 
and Symbolic Data Analysis Conference in March, 1997 at TH Darmstadt. The theme 
of the conferences is motivated by the fact that ordinal and symbolic data occur quite 
frequently, but theoretical tools for handling ordinal and symbolic data are not 
sufficiently developed. 
The physical layout of the facilities, as well as the design of the program, will 
encourage active discussions and frequent exchanges of information during the 
conference. E. Diday (Paris), M.F. Janowitz (Amherst), and R. Wille (Darmstadt) are 
the conference organizers. The conference will be supported in part by the University 
of Massachusetts. Despite this, attendance at the Conference will involve a nominal 
registration fee. 
The DEADLINE for applications and abstracts is July 1, 1998. If possible the 
abstract should be submitted in LaTex, and should not consist of more than a single 
page. A template for the abstracts is available on request. 
Inquiries, applications and abstracts should be sent to: 
Prof. Melvin F. Janowitz, 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics, 
University of Massachusetts, 
Lederle Graduate Research Tower, 
Box 34515 
Amherst, MA 01003-4515, USA 
or preferably by Email to: 
OSDA98@math.umass.edu 
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Futher information about the conference may 
Web site: 
http://math.umass.edu/-osda98 
be obtained from the Conference 
Associated with the Conference there will be a special session on “Ordinal Struc- 
tures in the Social and Behavioral Sciences”. Information about this session may be 
obtained from its organizers, Professor Jean-Paul Doignon of the Universite Libre de 
Brussels (Email: doignon@ulb.ac.be) and Professor Jean-Claude Falmagne of the 
University of California at Irvine (Email: jcf@aris.ss.uci.edu) 
There will also be a special session on “Applications to Medicine” organized by 
Professor William Shannon of Washington University School of Medicine at St. 
Louis. MO (Email: shannon@osler.wustl.edu) 
Immediately following the conference, three afternoon tutorials are planned. One is 
being organized by Professor Edwin Diday, and will involve an exposition of Sym- 
bolic Data Analysis. The second one is being organized by Professor Dr. Rudolf Wille 
in the general area of Formal Concept Analysis. The third tutorial is being organized 
by Professors Jean-Paul Doignon and Jean-Claude Falmagne with the help of Eric 
Cosyn. It will involve lectures on Knowledge Spaces and a demonstration of the 
computer software called ALEKS. 
The Conference organizers ask that if you are interested in either attending or 
presenting a paper at the OSDA98 conference, you advise them. They also ask that if 
you might wish to attend one of the tutorials, you advise the organizers of your intent. 
This can either be done via e-mail or via the web site address given earlier in this 
announcement. In connection with this, it should be noted that arrangements have 
been made for publication of full papers presented at the conference in the electronic 
journal “Electronic Notes in Discrete Mathematics”. In addition to this, there will be 
a special issue of the journal Discrete Applied Mathematics devoted to publishing 
a selection of carefully refereed papers from the Conference. 
Authors interested in submitting papers for this special issue should bear in mind 
that only high quality papers can be considered, and that the refereeing process will be 
a serious one. Further information can be obtained from the conference organizers. 
The deadline for submitting papers will be December 31, 1998. 
